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HIS It Is a singularly Interesting book that Mr.

ii Jr. .4 . B. HNBomN has given us In the ,'fe of A.
1111 Jronaon AleiM (ltoberts Krothers). inthehls- -

ilp, i J torrot New Kngland. and ono might even sar
iSp U t t the nineteenth century, Ilronson Aleott

!0 yftiH a unique figure. He hail none of the
' educational advantages It which the Now

' Kaeland Intellect has from the outaet been
I . trained, and ret he waa to reflect high honor

upon the New England intelleot. He wee a
teacher who had novor himself been taught;

I a thinker who knew but little at flrat hand of

J the thoughts of others: a philosopher to whom
4 the strivings and acquisitions of the long lino

I I W ot philosophers were, until he had reached mld- -

ff ' j die life, almost t. Wnen we think of
I i what he accomplished and the means br which
. f It waa done, we ean only compare him with

0 those early Greek eoemologlsta and metaphy- -

k, elalans who llTed lone hnfore there was such a
thins as a school of philosophy, and who had

' to evolve everything for themselves from first
4 principles to practical development One can

easily understand how an Inventor ean efTeot

rMi, (treat things without a university education:
Sk; ,'l one cam even comprehend how a prlvately- -

H I 'J ' taught and self-taug- man like Oroto ean com- -

BB 'J Jtoooahietoryof Greece, because he possessod
B ' fl S kWnnlntl instrument in an adequate, If not

MR 3 L0ttrolr ooourste. knowlodgoof tho Greek lan- -

j J jraace. It la bard, on the othor hand, to see
BB i tjkowa man can bean original thinker when he
BB 1 Ksjoooaot know what has been said bnfore.

BB ' when the products of thought transmitted to
H - I ?m In the Greek. Latin, (lerman. and French
H 4 ' Jefignage are shut off from him excel t

BBl I '.',' I fpkronsb the medium of tardily obtained, frag- -

Bb f onentnry and untrustworthy translations.
the fact la that Bronson Aleott was

, a thinker and a teacher: that during a
.larsre part of his lator life ho exerted a
Sajrtd J of Influence upon a fltaudlnncc.
i though few: and that without any supor-tatlv- e

literary gift nnd quite devoid of the
teatBliur which best lite the man of li'tters for
ikls task, ho yet possessed what many scholars

Bl ' -- - original and profound habit of
aaind dlroctnd toward tho most serious quee-tlon- s

that can occupy the mind of man.
.Against what olds and nmld whnt continuous
drawbacks he came to be what he was Is re-

counted In Mr. Sanborn's biography, while the
eope and quality of his teachings nnd his re-

latione to the Concord School of Philosophy
re set forth by Mr. William T. Harris In a

' svapplomentarrtohnpter.

A. Bronson Aleott Is one of the mer- boat
Whoa progenitors one Is particularly anurias
4o learn something, because only on the theory
iOf reversion can ono account for tho trend of
hi philosophical speculations anil even for
thing relatively so trivial a his attlt ido to-

ward money getting and his remarkably 'lisI tlngulnhod manners. How did it happen that
the son of a Connecticut firmer, who In his
own youth followed the calling of a peddler,
should have come to desplso every Hpoclos of
wort that bad a money value and assume
the manners attributed in populnr opinion to a
great nobleman ? The seoret, if discoverable
t all. must be looked for somewhere In the

line of AIoott'B aneestry. There Is but little
doubt that he had a right to the arms granted
In 1216 to Thomas Aloocke of Sllbertoft, in
the county of Leicester, although ho hlm-el- f

In his youth changed the ancestral name,
whioh had been corrupted to Alcox, Into the
form since made memorable by his talents and
those of his daughter Louisa. No one before
film apparently had borne the name of Aleott,

Be fI though "Oleott," nn other form of the same
Bg nn patronymic, had come into use In another Con- -

BeT 11 xtectleut family. Tho llrst ancestors of the
BB n two branches of tho family in this country
Bb 19 Thomas Alcocko. from whom the Now
WS i Haven branch descended, and George Alcoeke.
flf Lv 3 vuos Bon John settled in ltoxbury. Mass.

E These two brothers. Thomas and George, camo
H over with the alder VYinthrop In ::i i.

BB 5 Thar were persons of substance, seeming- -

HK B
'

P 1 'T "f "'" "'"'"' 'ntli-d- i family as the
jB &; famous John Alcocke. JIlsliop of Ely. who

E ft: flourished in the Wars of the Itoses.
H Of course, tho Inttor. being a celibate
Bv I Prlost-- eould not havo been the ancestor of
H Bronson Aleott ; but the latter pi msly looked
Bk up the history or this notable man. and be- -

that there were some traits in common
them still diseornlble across thoflleved of nearly 400 rears. It was worth

therefore, for the biographer to collect
Information coneerninK this oelebrated

m wt person, who. In 14S3. under Henry VIL. suc- -
(r I 1 eeaded the still better known Morton In tho

E-'- Bishopric, of Ely. John Alcoek. after bolnc
l educated at Cambrldgo. became Do m ol Wes-

tminster, andin 1470 was sent by Edward IV.as
Ambassador to Castllle: In the next year he

Eji wa made Bishop of Itochester. and finally
Rj Bishop of Ely, In which post he died
icj In 1600. He evinced such an apt! tude

for architecture that ho was made for
a Mm comptroller of the royal works

B 1 nd buildings, and in his private ca-
pacity he restored and rebuilt churohen
and schools, endowed Tutor House and found-- d

Josus College, besides a free grammar
';'., folool at Hull and a collegiate church In

Westbury. He Is described as liberal in hos-H- i
pltallty, but himself a pious scholar who

' asted. watched, and prayed while laboring
gp' lth cheerful kindliness for the advanee- -

&& xnont of true religion. Fuller says In his
I "Worthle" that "had saintship gone as

BJ much br merit as favor, he deserved ono as
BJ "well aa any." Mr. Banborn suggests that it

was just such qualities as these that his
BJ Mrlanda loved In Bronson Aleott.

flf
H anot Bronson Aleott, eldest son of Joseph

BB I iChatflald AJcox of Wolcott. Conn., and Anna
ipf Bronson. daughter of Capt. Amos Bronson of
l J Tlymouttr. Conn., was born In the house of his

IHP grandfather. Capt John Alcoek. on Spin. He
ffik Bill. Mot. 29. 1790. His grandfather. Capt.
Bg John Alcook. wastho sonof John AleoekofNew
gPBj I Haven, who himself was tho great grand- -

H& Kd of Thomas Alcocke. the first emigrant.
BBf fhla Maw Haven John had migrated in

Bl 1731 to what was then the town of Waterbury.
HK I and settled In a log house at Splndlo Hill, on
Bl afarraof a hundred and twenty acres. He

BBr enlarged this estate until he owned about
twelve hundred acres. Then he gave to each
of hit six ehlldreu who sottled near him n
farm of more than a hundred acres, and died

n bis own large farm lnl777. Ills son. (apt.I JohnAloook. married In 1755 Mary ('hatllt-ld- .

granddaughter of the first President of Yale
College, and bad nine children, of whom J oseph
Chat Hold Alcox was one of tho youngest (born
In 17711. The latter inherited a farm smaller
than that of his father and grandfather, but

BB Bear them both, and on hlghor land than
BHt lther, for It included the summit of a ridge
BBl known as New Connecticut, the highest hill in
BH, that region. Near tho modest dwelling of

Ht Joseph Aloox stood the schoolbuuso In the fork
HBT of the road where Ilronson Aleott received the
BBf rudimentary oducatton. which was about all

be over obtained from others. The school- -

H Bouse has now disappeared and the house and
BBl farm of Joseph Aleux have sufforod from hisH deaf in in..".'. He was a skilful farmer and
BH I oountrr ceohanle. making farming tools andn I household utensils for his townsfolk, and hav- -

HK lag the best tlllod aud bet fencod farm iofV E oearla hundred aores) in the Siiludla 11111 dis- -

fll 5 I 'r'a, '1'waofhls brothr4 had built leg cabins
BH Ky oa their clearing. .in I lived in them during

B tho early part of this century; but Joseph ui- -

BS ways occupied a fr.imo house, and lived withR eoiufort. thouirh with frugality. The con- -

Wgk tteetlon of tin Mc.tts with the Episcopallj Obarohbsgati ivlth tne marriage (in 17IK1) ofg Joseph Alcox and Anna HronMOn. whose fath- -

Sf "r- - l'n.f Vines Ilronson, for whom the firstft aonwasnaniel lived at a place called Mount
f&& Jericho, four miliM from Spin. lie Hill. It was
HHI the earnest wh!i if Anna AltOS to .ilueato lier
T$$S aon Amos at Vols Cnllegs, vhera !ier brother

te had graduated, but tho narrow means of the
1. J iamllr did not permit this, or at least it was

L'l a VPPoad they would not. though, as we shall

see. the money lost during the fonr years spent
In reddling would havo sufficed to give tho
young man a college education.

Vi.iinr Amos, like other farmers' boys of
New England, was early enllstod In the labors
of the household and the farm. He says In an
autobiographical sketch: " I assisted mr par-

ents In husbandry and housewifery during
my childhood and earlr youth. From the age
of six to ten years I attended the eommop
school near my father's house during nine
months of the year, and from ten till I was
fourteen during the winter months. Our
'copies' were set by the schoolmaster In
books made of two sheets of foolscap stitched
together and ruled with a leaden plummet.
We used Ink made of maple and oak bark
steeped in Indigo and alum, which we manu-
factured ourselves. With this I began keep-
ing a diary of my day's doings, with some en-

tries of tho weather and events, at twelve
years of age: It contained also some notice
of my reading and a eatalogue of the books
read." Of course, such rudimentary In-

struction In reading, writing, and arith-
metic an was obtainable at a common school
during some months of eaeh year eonld not
much advance the pupils In the war of learn-
ing, unless they supplemented their school
work with reading and private study. This
Aleott did. so far as he was aide. Books, how-
ever, were few and difficult of access, and there
were hardly a hundred volumes In the parish
library but the bor got permission to visit on
Saturday afternoon the farmhouses for miles
around to examine their small collections.
These always contained the Bible, and, per
haps, half a dozen other books, among them
Hun van's "Pilgrim's Progress," Hervey's
"Meditations." Young's " Night Thoughts."
and Burgh's "Dignity of Human Nature." a
book then In much vogue among the country
people of New England. Young Aleott readily
got leave to borrow these household troasures,
and It waa his custom to carry awny nnd
read tho "Pilgrim's Progress" once n year.
This book, moro than any ether, seems to have
given direction to his fannies nnd previsions
of life. Tho entries In his diary show that
he also read at this time 'Paradise Lost,"
"Hobtnson Crusoe." and Thomson's "Seasons."
Books. Indeed, wore his principal solnce and
delight, and he used to road constantly of
evenings or whilo resting from work at noon,
during his father's nap or pull at the tobacco
pipe. Sometimes, too, the barefoot boy would
take his hook afield with him and read under
tho wall or by some troe whilo tho oxen
rested in the furrow. In the spring of 1814
he wen t to work at a clock factory two
miles from his father's house, nnd remained
there putting clocks together during tho
summer and autumn. Though skilful with his
bands, he was dissatisfied with this work and
wan allowed togo home at the New Y'ear. 1815:
then it was that lie went for three months to
tho school of the Rev. Mr. Keys, where he
studied arithmetic and grammar, and gave
much attention to writing. After this one
term of tuition under a competent instructor,
he began his peregrinations as a peddlor.
journeying on foot with a cousin as far as
western Massachusetts, selling small articles
from house to house. The boys made two
trips, hut earned no money. Next. Aleott
travelled alone, and this time Into eastern
New York, obtaining subscribers for a popular
religious work. Fin vol on "Keeping the Heart."

III.
It was customary at the beginning of this

centurr. and. Indeed, for fortr rears later, for
educated roung men from New England to
begin life by teaching school or serving as
private tutors In the Southern States, Even If
their education had been gained only at a
common school they thought themselves
competent, and generally were so, to tench
the looal schools In tho South. When, there-
fore. In October. 1818. Bronson Aleott left
home on his war to Virginia his hope and con-
fident expectation were to find a school not far
from Norfolk where he might teach children
through the winttr. earn his own living, and
oontribute something to the family expenses.
The result of his first experiment Is recounted
in his autobiography: "Oct. 13. 1818-Bai- lod

from New Haven for Virginia, hoping to teach
a common school In that State. Finding this
difficult. If not quite ridiculous. I commenced
hawking small articles, as almanaos and tin-
ware, ab.nit tho city of Norfolk: and In the
spring, travelled In the surrounding counties
with sundry small artloles of housewifery,
lleturned br way of Now York, with a jaunt
Into Now Jersey, staying there for a month or
six weeks, and reached Walcott In May. lull'.
Besides a suit of clothes I brought home
eighty odd dollars for my father, who was then
building a house on the site of the old one.
In the following November I again sailed from
New Haven with my brothor. 'hat Held Alcox.
to engage In peddling as before-desiri- ng to
aid my father to pay for the house ha was
building, and, more especially, to Improve my
knowledge of the world br such Intercourse
with the cultivated classes of the South as
was permitted to a travelling chapman and
youth such as I then was."

The general result of Alcott's peddling ven-
tures, which wero prosecuted for five yoars In
Virginia and the Carollnas. was disastrous
from n pecuniary point of view. Instead of
assisting his father, these journeys Imposed
upon the latter a net loss of four bundled and
twenty dollars, somewhat less than tho same
time spent In tho oollego and professional
school at Now Haven would have cost His
Intercourse, however, with the Virginians Is
deoraed by tho biographer to have been of
great sorvico to Aloott It Is true that he
entered tho planters' houses only as a peddler,
but he must havo struck every one from the
outset ns a remarkable peddler, from tho cir-
cumstances t hut he always asked permission to
examine tho household library. The fact that
he obviously cared more about reading than
selling his wares would naturally commend
him to sympathy and hospitality. Mr. Henry
Adams, in his " Life of John Randolph."
has pointed out that nowhoro could be found a
school of mora gonial nnd slmplor courtesy
than that which produced tho great men and
women of Virginia. To a youth bred as Aloott
had been In the narrow ways of a country
town in Connecticut, tho comparatively ele-
gant and courtly llfo of tho plantation houses
In tidewater. Virginia, was an impressive reve-
lation. It was the first school of One man-
ners with which ho came in oontact Thomas
Cholinondolcy. who was a j udge of good breed-
ing, meet int Mr. Aleott In 1854. and hearing
from the present biographer the story of his
youthful years, could scarcely believe It true.
" Why," said Jholmondeley, " your frisnd has
the most distinguished manners the man-
ners of a very great peer," which, of course,
was the highest compliment an Englishman
could pay. To much the same effect wrota
Emerson in 1801. "Our Aloott has only just
missed being a seraph. A little English finish
and articulation to his potencies, and ho
would havo compared with tho greatest,"

IV.
At the time when Bronson Aleott returned

from Virginia and conceived that be had a vo-

cation as schoolmaster In Connecticut, the
publlo schools of the state wore In a very low
condition. There was among the learned a
sort of contempt for the common schools,
which found expression In the utteranoe of a
i me profebsjr: " little good can ever be dona
in common schools. Our dependence must
rest on colleges chlolly. The money appropil- -
ated by the State for common schools ouj.ht
to to applied to better purposts." The vl'.ws
expressed by this college professor with re-
gard to tlie application of the sohool fund re-

mind our author of tbe Connootlout dcaoon.
who. a few years earlior. when the common
people began to flock to hear tho Universalis!
preachers, spoke thus ono evening at the
praror meeting: "Bretheren.we have hoerd a
strange do. 'tiiui, preached in these parts
lately, that all men am finally to be saved but
bretheren, we hopo for better things." Hnm-so- n

Aleott also hoped for better things in the
school system. With the insight of genius,
he perceived what ought to be done to bring
the common school up to Its proper f unotioa.

and. when In tho town of Cheshire, where
his undo waa then at the hand of an academy.
he obtained the position of village schoolmas-
ter in November. I '.. ha bogaa a two rears'
course of school reform sueh as had not been
seen before and has not been since in
New England. He anticipated most of
the changes afterward wrought br Hor-
ace Mann and other la the public
school system, and. without any Intimate
knowledge of what had boon dona br
Pestaloxr.1 In Switzerland, he followed the
same Ideal path, and aooompllshed similar
results In his small field of action. Ho marked
was the sueoess of the young reformer In the
eyes of intelligent observers, that they began
to praise It In the newspapers. The atten-
tion of the Bev. S. ,1. May. who had been
for some years poster of a society in Brook-
lyn. Conn., and whose niece Aleott subse-
quently married, was directed toward this su-
perior school. No doubt Aleott suffered dur-
ing his reforming years as sahoolmoater in
Cheslre from a suspicion, which even then was
well founded, that he was not soUnd In tho'or-thodo- x

faith. He was more or less obafrueted
br the petty, cnrplpg spirit of the community.
Emerson sold many years later, spoaking of
his friend's conversations: "Mr. Aleott is al-

ways Don (Julxole, and his audienco Is always
Sancho Penza." Hut, at first, the earnestness,
affection, and superiority of the young teacher
carried nil before him. The adult persons who
witnessed the progress of hie school were as-

tonished at what ther saw and heard, for he
taught aa one having authority, and not as
the scribes.

Mr. Sanford suggests that they would have
been still more surprised If they could have
read some of the reflections this Connecticut
Bousseau was setting down in his private
journal. We can discern in thorn the gorm of
that radicalism in which Aleott was to load for
a long period his brethren of the Trnnscen-dentall-

school of opinion. Thus, under date
of Dec !, 1836, we find In his diary a pnssago
which has a bearing on tho question of scrip-

tural authority, although dealing apparently
with books in general: "It is not from books
entirely that instruction is to be drawn. They
should Ho by us for occasional Instruction
only. When doubts and uncertainties arise
ther may somotlmes explain tho difficulty and
point to the truth. Frequently, however, thoy
may lead us astray: they are ImporfeeL Ad-

herence to them has been tho cause, and still
continues to lie. of perpetuating errors
among men. nnd that to an alarming
extent. Ideas, when recorded In a book, carry
with them a kind of dignity and certainty
which awe many Into Implicit belief. They
often impose the most Irrational and ab-

surd conclusions on the peaceful understand-
ing. It dares not doubt: tear keeps It ignor-
ant: authority lifts her bead nnd commands
Instant bellof : reason thus hushed into silence
sleeps in serene repose. To think for herself
Is denominated pride and arrogance. Millions
of human minds are in this state of slavery and
tyranny. How shall they escape? Rehol.
Think for themselves: let others grumble.
Dare to be singular: let others deride. Follow
reason: let others dwell In the land of enchant-
ment. Bemon: let others prattle. Practice;
lot others profess. Do good; let others define
goodness. Act; let others sleep. Whatsoever
thy hand flndest to do. that do with all thy
might, and let a gainsaying, calumniating
world speculate on thy proceeding."

The effect produced by Aleott at this time on
highly intelligent men may be inferred from a
letter written by the ltev. Samuel J. Mar. who.
as we havo said, made his acquaintance while
he was keeping the Cheshire school. Mr. Mar
says: "I have never but in one lnstnnce beon
so immediately tnl.cn possession of by any
man I ever met in life. He seemed to me
like a born sage and saint. He was a radical
in all matters of reform: went to the root of
all theory, especially the subject of education,
mental and moral culture." Mr. May sug-
gested a comparison between Aleott and
Postolozzl. There is no doubt that the method
of Instruction which addresses the child's
sensations and conceptions directly, and forms
his mind br constantly exercising his powers
instead of making it a passive receptacle, waa
as original with the one as with tho othor.
But Aloott added a mystic, 1'lutonic tinge to
his system, which was not so evident in

In one respect the two reformers
were alike. Aleott. like Pestalozzl. as the
record of his successive schools at Cheshire.
Philadelphia, and Boston show, was con-
stantly at a disadvantage In dealing with
affairs: nor was he over so fortunate as to find
a coadjutor, who could supply the practical
ability to match and complete his own ideal-Is-

Hence tho brovlty of his success in every
place whore he taught and his frequent re-

movals from town to town and from State to
State But the best men and women every-

where aided his plans, rejoiced In his suc-
cess, and knew how to pardon his failures.
Among the consequences of the Cheshire
school the biographer would reckon not only
Mr. Alcott's self-exil- e from Conneatlcut.
first to Philadelphia and afterward to Boston,
but his courtship and marriage, his fortunate
domestic life, and all the lltorature with which
his daughter Louisa has delighted tho hearts
of the children whom her father was so eager
to Instruct and amuso. Shortly after their
marriage Mrs. Aleott wrote to her brother:
"My husband is tho porfect personification of
modesty and moderation. I am not sure that
we shall not blush into obscurity nnd contem-
plate Into starvation." There were times In
their career when this misgiving seomed to be
on the point of fulfilment, but the end was
fortunate, and tho wlfo and mother deserved
all tbe praise bestowed upon her by her hus-
band in his old age.

V.
By the autumn of 18.14 Bronson Alcott's long

period of apprenticeship was over, and be be-

gun, with the opening of his famous school at
the Masonic Temple, to bo a conspicuous per-
son in the New England capital, t'nder the
commendation of Dr. ('banning and othor
friends, then of great Influence, be became for
awhile a Boston favorite. Ho wus aaohool-maste- r.

but so was Milton, and Milton was
still the most renowned poet for the Boston-Inn-

partly because It had just been discov-
ered that he was a Unitarian. The literary
product of Milton's sohool, as Dr. Johnson
scolUniiiy remarks, was a small history of
poetry written in Latin, but the product of the
Masonlo Temple school was two books that
made a stir In their day, namely, the llecord
of a Sohool. edited by Miss Elizabeth Poabody,
and tbe Conversations with Children on the
Gospels, edited by Mr. Aleott himself. Thu
latter work caused such commotion in Boston
that It led eventually to tho downfall
of the achool. It was evident that the
author of the Conversations wan wandering far
from the New England Calvinism, and even
from the Unitarians with whom he wus still
nominally associatod. A distinguished pro-
fessor of Harvard Collego expressed in tho
Courier the opinion that "one-thir- d of Mr. A-
lcott's book is absurd, one-thir- d is blasphemy,
and one-thir- I obscena" The Courwr rec-
ommended thnt Mr. Aleott should be pre-
sented to the Grand Jury on account of cer-
tain passages In his book relating to the mys-
tery of birth. Thereupon Mr James Freeman
Clarke suggestod that the Indictment, if found,
should run In the words of that formerly pre-
sented against Socrates, which ran thus:
"Socrates Is accused of not bolleviug in the
gods in which the city believes, hut Introduc-
ing other now divinities; he Is also accused of
corrupting the minds of the youth." On this
parnllel the biographer remarks that Aleott re-

sembled Socrates more than Boston roeeinbled
Adams. Emerson's view of the Convorsutlons
wus published in the Uowirr. Alcott's princi-
pal assailant; he did not hesitate to say that
they "contain abundant evidence of extraordi-
nary thought either in t he toucher or the pupils.
or In both. He aims to make children think,
and. in every question of u moral nuturo. to
sen. iiieio i. aid. on themselves forun unswer.
He alms to show children something holy in
their own consciousness: thereby to make
theru really reverent, and to make the New
Testament a living book to them." The
Philistines were too strong, however, and

eventually the Temple school had to be given
up. thaemip dVernce being given to It In 18.18

br the admission of n colored child.

VI.
This eh.si.ier In Mr. Alcott's life was typical

and Important, nnd receives at Mr. Sanborn's
hands the attention It deserves. It waa tho in-

troduction t his long career aa a pnbllc agi-
tator and reformer, und Is closely connected
with his earlior and later Interest In the aboli-
tion of slnvery and tho outburst of what Is
called transcendentalism in New England. In
1837 Aleott was genornlly spoken of as the
leader of the Boston transcendentallsts. a dis-

tinction afterward given to Emerson, chiefly
In consequence of his Divinity School address
of 18.18. which stirred to the very bottom the
calm lake of 1'nitailan theology. Theeetwo
friends, of whom Aleott was by more than
three rears the elder, were originators of the
somewhat fnmous Trnnc.en!niita! Club which
met under various ramo from 1S3'1 to
1850. This small gathering of friends was
first called the Symposium, nnd mot for
the first time In Soptember. 181(1. at the
house of George Blplcy. then n minister In
Boston. In October It met again at Mr.
Alcott's house, when there were present
Emerson. Blploy. F. H. Hedge. Orestes A.
Brownson. J. V. Clarko. and C. A. Bartol.
Among other members of the elub mentioned
by Mr. Aleott in his Autobiographical Collec-

tions were Convert Francis, Theodore Parker.
William H. ('banning. Henry D. Thoreau. and
Mnrgarot Fuller. Emerson had published his
first volume, a system of spiritual philosophy.
In 18;ti). under the tltlo of " Nature." Ho con-
sulted Aleott occasionally in regard to itstrond
of thought; and it was tho belief of some, and
of Aleott himself, that those portions of the
last chapter which are ascribed to " a certain
poet" were derived in part from his conversa-
tion with tho eldor mystic. The following
sentence, for cxumplo, more resembles the
thought and dialect of Aloott than that of
Emerson In later years: " Infanoy is tho
pei pel ual Mossiah which comos Into tho arms
of fallen men ami pleads with them to return
to paradise." It was about tho time when
"Nature" camo out that Emerson wrote to his
schoolmate and lifelong friend, the Kov. W.
H. Furness: "I shall always love you for lov-

ing Aleott He is a great man: the god with
the herdsmen of bl his. I cannot think vou
know him now. whon I remember how long he
has been bore laway from Philadelphia), tor
he grows every month. His conversation in
sublime: yot when I see how he Is underesti-
mated by cultivated people. I fanoy none but I
have hoard him talk." Later, in S4'. Emer-
son wrote of Aleott more at length and more
discriminatingly: "1 saw him for the first
time in Host on in 1835. Ho is a man of
Ideas, a man of faith. Expect his con-

tempt for all usages which are simply
such. His social nature and his taste for
beauty and magnificence will betray him into
tolerance nnd indulgence even to men and to
magnificence: but a statute or a practice he Is
condemned to measure by its essential wisdom
or folly. He delights in speculation in noth-
ing so much-an- d Is well endowed and weap-one- d

for that work with a copious, accurate,
and elegant vocabulary I may say poetic: so
that I know no man who speaks sueh good
English as ho and is so Inventive withal. He
spoaks truth truly: the expression is ade-
quate. Y'et he knows only this one language.
Ho hardly needs an antagonist; ho needs onlr
an intelligent oar. When he Is greeted br
loving, intelligent persons, his discourse soars
to a wonderful height: n i regular, so lucid, no
playful, so new and disdainful of all bounda-
ries of tradition and experience that the
hearers noom no longor to hove bodies or
material gravity, but almost they can mount
Into the air at pleasure, or leap at one
bound out of this poor solar system. I say
this of his speech exclusively, for when he at-

tempts to write he loses, to my judgment, all
his power. He has. moreover, the
greatest possession both of mind and temper
in his discourse, so that tho mastery and mod-
eration and foresight nnd yet felicity with
whieh he unfolds his thoughts are not to be
surpassed. This is Important to such a broaoh-ero- f

novelties as he Is. and to one bnltod. as
he is very apt to he. by sticklers for old books
or old institutions. He takes suoh delight in
the exercise of this faculty that he will willing-
ly talk the whole of a day and most part of a
night, and then again fordays suc-
cessively; and if I. who am Impatient of much
speaking, draw him out to walk In the woods
or fields, ho will stop at the first fence,
and very soon propose either to alt
down or to return. He seems to think
society exists for this function, and that
all literature Is good or bail as It approaches
colloquy, which is its perfection. Poems and
histories may he good, but only as adumbra-
tions of this; and tho only truo manner of
writing the literature of a nation would be to
convene the best beads In the community, set
them talking, and then introduce stenograph-
ers to reoort what they saj. He no swiftly
plants himself on the moral sentiment in any
con vm sat ion thnt no man will ever get any ad-

vantage of him. unless ho be a saint Every-
one else Aleott will put in the wrong. It must
be conceded that it is speculation which he
loves, and not action. Therefore, he dissatis-
fies everybody and disgusts many. When the
conversation Is ended, all Is over. He lives to-

morrow, ns be lives for further dis-
course, not to begin, as ho seems pledged to
do, a new celestial life."

VII.
This estimate of Aleott br Emerson mar be

contrasted with nn interesting passage con-
cerning Emorson in Alcott's diary: "February.
18!I7. Mr. Emerson gave his closing lecture at
Masonic Temple on Friday. Tho success of the
locture has been satisfactory. He has had a
choice and fair audience, and has dropped
many a bold and free thought that will find
acceptance among us at last. Much of what
ho has said will not be apprehended: the
views of the lecturer will lie carped at by
some: others will delight in his dress and
manner: a few will find life and signlfl-cunc- o

in his doctrines. Emerson's influ-
ence will not soon be felt on the age.
Its diffusion will be subtle and slow.
It will act on tho few simple natures,
which custom nnd convention have spared us,
and these will circulate it In fit time. Many
will be pleased by lis elegance of manner and
gruoa of diction, and through these will be led
p. the eontemi lail u of tho dlvino form of
beauty that be delights in. Curiosity will be
excited to lenrn the secret or hie agency, nnd.
ere the superficial and pedantic are aware, he
will steal upon tiiem unpercelved. His genius
must out; It must assert its claims, and these
shull in due time be admitted. Thus shall the
genius of Emerson abase away In time the
small and arrogunt Intellects thut now venture
to stand between humanity und his orb. I
think his conversation equal orsuperior to his
written words: no man aim ng us whose famil-
iarity with high und dlvino subjects strikes
me as does his in conversation, nnd whose
range of illustration Is so wide, to say nothing
of tbe exceeding fitness of Ins Images and the
beauty of his terms. In this respect he is far
beyond Dr. ('banning, who never converses,
but holds monologues In your presence nn the
subjects concerning which you address him.

We make one oihar extract from Mr. Alcott's
diary at this period, lie 'ause It contains an
interesting reforence to Orestes Brownson
und to Dr. James Walker, ufterward a pro-
fessor and President uf Harvard College:
" I passed an evening during this week
with Mr Brownson, and with Mm called on
and spent an hour with Mr. Walker, editor
of the OlwilMtll Journal. Both are friends
of human culture, ret with neither do I
find that hearty sympathy which I desire.
They are men of fulr talents und generous
purposes, yet destltuto of deep and fervid en-tl-

,iusiu and of that kindling genius which
ennobles our nature und fits it to the happiest
actions. My in'ima with tie u is not un-

mixed with the doubt and suspicious associa-
tions thut attend pride of intslleet. They make
themselves merry more tiian befits my taste
with the divine in our nature: they espouse
the cauae of the vulgar many rather than that

Of the noble few. Both chop logic, both are
men of underetandlng. neither apprehends the
being of poet and eeer: tbe high works of po-et- ln

genius, the marvels of holiness, are beyond
their grasp, although both are good and useful
men. They eschew belief in other than bare
and barren reasoning, whioh Is the life of the
eclectic school and refuse oredenee to all else.
There are a few minds whose vlows do not In
all respects coincide with the doctrines of the
eclectic school. These persons have been
named after the German Transcendentalism.
a name among ue at this time indicative of all
that Is fanciful, wild, and undevout These,
therefore, are assumed an wanting In good
sense, unworthy the name of phllosorher. and
without the gnu-e- of genuine piety ; ther are
called Pantheists. Emerson. Hedge. Furness.
and myself are classed In this number. Thus
there are now the eclectic, the transeenden-tnl- .

the rational doctrines, each with their rep-

resentatives: and In eaoh spiritualism reveals
Itself on the antagonist of the sensual philoso-
phy whl'-- has so long had tho nssondancy.
The tendency of the age Is obvlouslr toward
spiritualism: and though our language, llt-

orature. science, art, and Institutions are all
tinged with the material elemont, ret the spir-

itual is destined to prevail."

VIII.
We cannot follow Mr. Sanford itep br step

through his biography of Aleott. as we would
reserve somo space for Mr. Harris's critical
estimate. We would not. however, altogether
pass over Alcott's visit to Englnnd, for which.
as he was altogether without means, the neces
sary money was provided ,y Emerson
mainly from his own purse. Ciu May 8. 1841!,

Aleott soiled for England with ten sovereigns
In his pocket hook and a bill of exchange for
630 on Daring Brothers. His purpose was to
confer with the most eminent educators and
philanthropists. In the hope of exchanging
Intelligence and of Importing Into tho Unitod
Stntos whatever hints had beon struck out in
England on tho subject of literature nnd the
llrnt philosophy. He found but little en-

couragement, though ho did meet with a few
enthusiast!.- persons who partook of his own
philanthropic Idealism and were esger to join
hts private efforts at social reform. Carlyle
and ho proved antipathetic. In a letter
written at the time he says: "Bode to Chelsea
and passed an hourwlth Carlyle. Ah, mel Saul
among the prophets! It must havo been a
dark hour with Mm. Ho seemed Impatient of
interruption, faithless quite, in all social re-

form. Ills wit was sombre, severe, hopeless;
bis cry merriment had madness in It: his hu-

mor was tragic even to tears. Thore lay
emouldorlng In him n whole French revolu-
tion, a i romweillan rebellion: nor could the
rich mellowness of his voice, deepened as it
was and mado more musical by his broad
northern accent, hldo from me the restless
melancholy, tho memory feeding on hopo. the
decease of all prophecy in the grave of history.
I told him the dead only dealt with the dead;
that the living breathed onlr with the living,
Tho man Is sick: he needs rest. I know his
ailment; I know its cure. Emerson wlli sad-
den when you toll him what I write; but here
Is another of thu thousand confirmations of
thnt suicide br the pen In which literature
abounds. I will not turn on my heel to nee an-

other man; and the women are tragic nil Mrs.
Carlyle. Mrs. Fox. Ac): theso doleful daugh-
ters of Britain, ther mourn even in thoir joys."
Again, on Aug. -'. he writes: "I have seen
Carlyle once more: but we quarrelled outright,
and I ehall not see him again. Greatness
abides not here; her home Is In the clouds
save when she doscends on tho meadows or
treads the groves of Concord." Although Car-
lyle subsequently wroto Aleott a letter of adieu
which was civil enough, he hardly treated
Emerson's most lntimato American friond
with civility in their actual Intercourse, and
Emerson was greatly disappointed thereat. The
alter hud specially oommended Aleott to Car-yl-

"hoping to atone by his great nature for
many smaller ones that have craved to see
you.' arlvle replied with a characteristic
sketch of his visitor: "Directly about tho time
of Sterling's departure came Aleott. some two
weeks ufter I had heard of his arrival on
these shores. Ho has been twico here at con-
siderable length: the second time all night.
He Is a genial. Innocent simple-hearte- d man.
of much natural intelligence and goodness,
with nn sir of rusticity, voracity, und dignity
withal which In many ways appeal to one. The
good Aleott! with his long, lean face anil figure.
with his gray, worn temples and mild, radiant
eyes, all bent on saving tho world by a return
to acorns und the golden Hge, he comes
before one like a venorable Don (Quixote,
whom nobody can laugh at without loving.''
There was a story current at the time,
which certainly had somo foundation, thut. as
Carlyle was walking with Aleott through the
Ann districts of London, where material wealth
und the privileges of caste are no brilliantly
displayed, he broke out: "Do ye see this,
mon? This hns stood for a thousand years,
and will stand when you and your dum'd
Potato Gospel have gone to the dogs." In his
reply to Carlyle. Emerson said: "Aleott is a
great man, and wss made for what is greater.
but I now fear thnt he has already touched
what best he can. and. through his moro than
prophet's egotism and the absence of all use-
ful reconciling talents, will bring nothing to
pass, and ho but a voice in the wilderness."

We add the portrait of Aleott, drnwn by
Hawthorne in the winter of 184 and. with
this, we must take our leave of all that part of
theso two volumes for which we are indebted
to Mr. Sanborn: "Hera also was Mr. Aleott.
with two or three friends, whom his spirit had
assimilated to itself and drawn to his New
England home, though un ocean rolled be-
tween them. There was no man in the en-
chanted hall whose mere presence, the lan-
guage of whose look nnd manner wrought such
an Impression as this mystic innovator; so
calm and gentle was he, so holy in aspect, so
quiet In tho utterance of what bis soul brooded
over, that one might readily conceive his
Orphic savings to woll up from a fountain in Ills
breast, which communicated with the Infinite
abyss of thought 'Here is a prophet' cried
my friend, with enthusiasm, a dreamer, a
bodyless idea amid our nctual existence.
Another age may rooognize him as a man: or
perhaps hlB misty apparition may vanish Into
sunshine. It matters little, for bin Infiuonce
will have impregnated the atmosphere, nnd
will be Imbibed by generations that know not
the original apostle of the ideas which they
shall shape into earthly business. Such a
spirit cannot pass through human llfo, yet
leavo mankind entirely as ho found them.' "

IX.
In his attempt to define nnd classify Aleott

considered as a thinker, Mr. Hauls seems In-

clined to concur with Emerson In describing
him an a t: though both shrink
from giving any name Implying socondarl-nes- s

to the highly original habit of Alcott's
salient and intuitive mind. Still,
Mr. Harris must consider him, for he holds
that thoso books of Alcott's, wherein are re-

corded the deepest and slncerest convictions,
areto bo resorted toa-u- l studied along with tho
works of Plotlnus and I'roclus. Whatever
may be our vordlct regarding the logical pos-
sibility of uniting a theory of assent and evo-
lution to a theory of lapse, Mr. Harris Is cer-
tain that Aleott believed In their reconciliation
and tuugbt it In hie 'Tablets." Even ir weadopt the evolution theory entire, and repu-dlat- o

the theory of genesis by means of falionangels. It must bo admitted that there are cer-
tain tonic effects still to be obtained from thecontemplation of the latter hypotheals. andthat its poetic uses are perennial. Besides,
from a sociological point of view, as well asthat of the history of philosophy, we are forcedto study It In order to cum prebend the highestthinking of the Asiatic peoples and the Intel-
lectual presuppositions of our own olvlllzu
tlon.

Comparing Aleott with Emerson, Mr. Harrisout that the former was not an ethical
denllstllketholaltorlwhowusalsonatliuticor poetic Ideallsti. but rather a theologio Ideal-ist. He had In mind the relations of man t

the Absolute, rather than the rolatlou of manto man. Hence he kept the focus of his mindalways on questions of ascent or descent to orfmm the vision of God. Emerson, by tbegraces of his manner, and by the Impersonal
uir of his inquiry, could dismount his adver-sary from an egotistic assumption: could al-ways find the joints in his armor and propoundsome considerations that pierced through totho universal conscience throned beyond theshallow ogotmni and selfishness Alcott'awand, on th other hand, stirred up the beastsbut did not allay them. He was no musterand had QOwUh lo boa masterof thediulectlewhich is understood by most people ns a sortof intellectual tournament. 1 ho dogmatistsannoyed him by domat-diu- proofs for bis as(onions. They seemed ofton to Imply, bytheir manner of asking them. In the pres-ence of a transeenden'nlist. that theBuppo-e- d tbe existence of soinu poculiar
Weakness of reasoning power n, suchmen. Mr. Harris suggests thai, had they firstpurged their intellects i.y tho study of Kant'sAnil i oi"! Plat .'s Dialogues, tluv wouldhave learned tlmt the course uf such ratiocina-
tion as they weie wont to indulge In is orilv amovement in a circle. One assumes in hispremises what he wishes to prove, atirt thenunfolds It an tlieioKlcal result. The assump-tions are one-sld- i d premises winch need a

br their opposite before the debater

that many a nturdy debater fancied b'm'.eir
the brilliant victor beenuee he asked Al

questlon which the iStldiloa
tho question having assumed rr"'iultInadequate. On this point Mr. Harris re

marks that those who clamor lou. ' ,roo(
generally do not know what mean n

Fence do not recognize roal proof when It
is shown to them. 1 hov do not see that
proof is something requiring the awlTS par

stlclpatlon of the one to whom It
given. It in not a constraining force from
without, but is always ineffectual ngulnat stu
piditr. indolence, bigotry, or self conceit, i tie
ordinary analytic proof will be Perceived to be
shnllow alter moro or less

that I In child s PlavTho mon of Insight sees
-- a mere placing of the inevitable dogmatism,
a step or two further bnck-th- nt In nil. 'here-
on was careful to refrain from orgume nt. "
once said to a dogmatist who. after "stoning
to bin lecture, demanded proof of his ntare-ment- s:

"I am sorry if I have been betrarea
Into envlnganylhtiigthat requires proof, so
It was with Aleott. lUsHlm was to draw genial
nnd simple neopleout of their sensuous and re-

flective border lands Into the realm of ideas
and of pure reason brine ins of t'mTC",".,n,'
His proofs were to be found In tho responsive,
sympathetic movement of the minds oi tne
persons thus drawn.

Mr. Harris thinks that.br suggesting that
Aleott wan a theologio Idealist. Instead of an
ethical or nathotlenl Idealist, like Emerson.
he has given a clue to his style ns a, writer.
Emerson alwain Insisted that Aleott ; style
was poor; "There wan no go In It. A simi-
lar opinion wns expressed by lowell. Mr. Har-
ris, on the other hand. Is purz.led at this re-

fusal to recognize the greatness of A cotts
books, especially of the Tablets." published
in lsus. For hln own part. Mr. Harris has
found thero. ntatod with great felicity, ol the
great doctrines of Gnosticism and neq-- l lato-nls-

He has found there the wonderful Idea
of correspondence between man anc nis coioe-ea- l

Image, built by him an Demlurgun. the idea
celebrated by tho "Orphic poet" In 'Nature.
"Tablots" contains also the Swedenbprglnn
idea regarding the correspondence of the two
sbles of tho dualism, spirit nnd matter, lhls
wns given br Aleott. and expanded br Imerson
in his essay on Poetrr and imagination Into
what Mr. Harris deems the best theory of
(esthetics extant, next alter Aristotle s Poet-
ics" and Hegel's

On tho whole, however. It Is acknowledged
by his most competent crlllo nnd fervent ad-

mirer that his style is not literary, because it
continually harps on one string, that of gene-
sis. All remarks are made, all reflections ini-

tiated, with the doctrine of Lapse In the back-
ground: n constant spectacle needed by the
reader If he would Interpret aright tho most
trivial of Alcott's utterances. He Is a thoologto
Idealist Intoxicated with the One. as every
good theologian must be. This close adhe-
rence to the doctrine of Lapse disables him
from commanding n literary style, which muet

to ch.-os- its moods and vesturee: for
the artist seeksto incarnate an idea in formsof
beauty, while the philosopher aims to strip off
from the idea all wrappings of imagination. It
was this clinging to one idea which prevented
Aloott's style from having any "go In it. as
Emerson says.

At tho same time, while denying to Aleott
the merit of literary art. Mr. Harris Insists
thnt rare philosophical power must be d

to him. It is true that all his utterances
have the form of phllosophemes. but he has
furnished them ol the best quality, both In
prose and poetry. We are told that. In the
days of his earlier conversation and before
ho had printed his works. Aleott used to read.
In the course of the evening, from a

book that he carried, certain poems
which had thin character of phllosophemes.
They puzzled one. it seems, at first, resem-
bling. In this respect, the most of Emerson's
poems as well ns Browning's. But. on getting
familiar with them, the reader found them
singularly felicitous in expression, and some-
times fraught with an extraordinary depth of
suggestion. One of the most popular of Al-
eott s poetical phllosophemes was the " Seer's
Rations.-- ' which, by way of a parting extract,
we here reproduce:

"Takes ranboams, ipiinr wstsrs.
Earth's Juice, inrs.in creams,

Batbei In ilco.b of sweet ethers,
Comei tiuptUeil from the streamsi

Guel of film, the ewret-lipp'-

The Dreamer's quaint dreams.
'Mingle mere tdylllo

With Barman fable.
Base eesioned from erneta,

Uf I'lutoroh'e chaste talile,

" Pledgee Zeus. Zoroaster,
Taetes Caua'e glad cbeert

Bona, globee. on hie trencher,
Tbe eleinente mere.

Bowie of mniru tor breakfast,
Brlmfllt of the hunt,

roaming flngone ot trolls
Hie evening's gay feaat.

Bov'relgn Bolide ot nature.
Solar seeds of tbe sphere,

Olympian viand
Sarprlalug ae rare.

-- Time baiting his gentng.
Hie vsonderfol word

BrlnKs poete and ethyls
To sup at his boaro.

Peeds t h iot nn .1 thus fares he,
thue and t tins he.

Thus raree and graces
Lire's long eutbAuaslea
Ills gitts unahaled.
Transfigured, tranelatea.
The Idealist prudent.
Saint, poet, priest, student.

Philosopher, he.'1
at. w. H,

MlfiJUnOED ST APPSARAKCB.B.

low is Pre-tt- llluc-gru- e Olrl oa Bar
Travels Incnrred Undeserved

Kentucky girls are born to adventure, bnt
one In particular, who last week left her native
blue grass to tread the unresponsive granite
Of New York pavements, thinks she has had
rather more than her share of experiences.

The roung woman in question has onlr
nineteen summers and one loss winter to hor
credit, but she hns made good use of her time,
and is a particularly pretty girl-r- es even
for a Kentucky girl. Previous to ono eventful
day lust week she had lived under the watch-
ful light of hor mother's eyes. Thon. as be-

fore stated, she bade her tearful family a still
more tearful adieu, and turned a temporarily
red and swollen face northward.

Now. her mother had lain awake the night
before conjuring up visions of the horrible ac-
cidents, mortal sickness, nnd euddon death
which wero suro to overtake her child. And.
like a wiso mother she cast about in her mind
for some panacea with which she could pro-
vide the young traveller. Being a Kentuoky
mother she hadn't much trouble in arriving at
a decision, and early the following morning
she slipped a filled nnd generous flask Into her
daughter's bug. with the remark that It was
"good In case of sickness." The latter being
a Kentucky girl grasped both fact and Husk
and journeved sadly away.

Tho first thing the train did wns to cross therivor Into Indiana and thon. at a sum stationwhich snieiieil of hayseed, pick upan aged cou-
ple. Tho uged couple entered tbe car whore theKentuoky girl was seated. She was still (lushed
after weeping, and rather puffy us to eyes andnose, but pretty notwithstanding. The oldlady looked at her as sho took the opposltoseat and her look was distinctly disapproving.
The oh: man. in bis turn, also looked. Illslingering gazo spoke a different language.

And the train moved on.
During thu day the Kentucky girl sought toforget her sorrows by reading one of the books

which had boon thrust upon hor in the coursoof the morning's farewells. She finully closedIt with the decision that It wus an average
book, for the Inside wus as dull as tho out-
side was lurid. To be sure, the old lady acrossthe aisle could not be blamed for supposingthe inside to bo us highly colored as the oover,
nnd for deepening Iter frown accordingly. Atany rate, ns night drew on the young girl feltthat tho social barometer was steadily fulling.
..'!' 9Surf' "he thought of her mother andolo Kalmuck. ' und what would become ofher if sue should be taken sick. Then shofell that sho was sick. Her head ached.Iho selfish man in front of her hadkept his window open all day and the air wasdecidedly cool. She felt, yes! she certainlyfelt shooting pains in her side. Sho had tnkencold, and without a daul.t her life dependedon a swallow of thnt whiskey with which ma-ternal thoughtlulness had provided her

fRd,y' 8hlll'reconnoiteredwith two soft, oyes. lier neighbor wasnodding nuy more, she was asleep. Theyoung girl summoned the porter, und in alow tone, calculated not to penetrate tholluiislor'dreams across the aisle, ordered alemonade. It was thore Inside of five min-utO-Again the dark eyes took a quick sut-ve-
1 nnecossury caution A mild butsnore came from across the aisleI here wns the fair.test click ns the bag Wasopened. and u creak almost unworthy the namoJ""waa the flask. .Neither soundwould have wakened so much as a mosquito.J he girl lost uotlme In disposing of her lem- -

?ii 'V '""tsreeiilorei'iutmi.butaathearoiiiii
Of llnurbnn draught stolo through the ulrthe old lady sat upright with a blurt.Sniff! sniff!
Jl wJ".',."y "' sheexolalmed before her eyeswere fnirlv open.

And th.n she turned upon the po,,r Ken-tucky girl a glance calculated to slay boronthe spot, without the aid ol a luUgeor jury or
!'ou.''t "'lin, ""ir""- -' "V V'" 'if thethe was not slain, aha had aclear oonscionce-l- nd I, It seemed that
ib r...,C,","l,"7 "" !"" " leurest tl g

I ut she would show this Womenthat she had bean crue.ly misjudged, bho
mini" MnJ"""0'1 ,h, ""r,"r "'"' ""'o-c- i some

sei oven moro Innocent und
'mm '""r ""'"' "'ereloie sholook she tinned upon the rp'idlvreproachful ,., lady a glance which s..pltoll -- co y. u

J hen she turned to J. lines,handed her. and drained half taSntaiilabafore eh- - discovered that be ha.' , ,,
stood her and had brought her beer' '"'After that .she .was hopelessly disgraced
Llm!;i.,V,"1 ,n New J7 a ub uml a roSng

as ever crossed the North itlver.

rnm old maid.

Tkal te Weweaus Vis to Vm. I .

ssaiileO.

Do ron see the lady y

I do see the lad r.
Whole she?
Hhe Is Mlns Somebodrorother.
Why not Mrs.?
Because sho has no Mr. attachment.
Yon mean ehe haa no husband ?

I mean she Is unmarried; which Is somewhat
more comprehensive.

She In Independent of men. than ?

As independent as women ever are.
Aren't ther all so?
Ther want to be: or ther oar ther do.
1 1. .n't women alwars sar what ther mean
Not alwars.
How Is It In this Instance ?

This one is rich; and n rich nnmnrrled wo-

man can say and do what she pleasea regard
less ot the men to a great extent

She could marrr. then. If ehe so desired?
Oh. res: money Is quite attractive to most

men seeking wives.
Can't a poor woman marrr It she wants to ?

Tbe womaa doesn't live. I fanoy. who haa
not had a proposal of marriage some time la
her life.

Then whr doesn't sha marrr?
A woman doesn't marrr for tha mere oak of

marrying, as a rule.
As an exception, doaa aha?
There are some exceptions.
Whr?
Because some unmarried women, or theft

parents or gnardians. hare an Idea that it la
not the proper thing to become aa old maid.

An old maid ?

Yes.
What is an old maid ?- -
This unmarried woman lm.

Are all unmarried women ?

Yes. after a certain age: thst Is to asrr.oesv
ple give them that name.

What age ?

No definite figure haa been fixed.
How old Is this one f
Ask her.
Would she tali ?

I never aeked her.
There's nothing wrong to eeMage SSTaVsssf
Not in a man's.
Is there In a woman's?
There must be, for ther dent Haw-s- o fseswii

referred to In a mixed crowd.
They experience ago. don't ther ?

Not unless ther marrr.
Then whr marrr. it ther have etornaorJ

unmarried?
I give It up.
Is an old meld a mora desirable .eartty ta

the human economr than an old baehaloc?
In fin Holy, more or less.
Whr?
Because an old maid lshandrto hTajera4

tho houso.
In what war ?

She's a woman.
But she haa neltbar husband nor oWMremt
That makes no difference.
Whr doesn't It?
Because having no espeolni elelm eat orr-bo-dr.

everybody claims her as a pressnt hela
in every kind of trouble.

Does ehe recognl.o the claim T
Ninety-nin- e times In a hundred.
How do rou know 1 ,
I'vo seen families, father, mother and anfl

dren. dominated, consolidated and regulated
br the benign Influence of an old maid.

How does she effect It ?

By having senee enough to know what to da.
and energy enough to do It.

Then she ought to make a good wife?
Not necessarily; she is the mlselng Jlink

Which the family needs.
Is the old baohelor any good in that line ?
Once In a million times: by accident
Aren't some old maids soar and ugl y ?

Yes. just as some wives are.
Then It Isn't because ther are eld maida f
Not as a rule.
Soosn't the Bible sar It Is bettor to marry ?
Yes. but "marry" In that Instance doesn't

moan the mere legal association oi a man and
a woman.

What does It mean ?

It means marriage of heart and soul and
mind and all: porfect union.

Then the woman does right In not marrying
merelr because other people think ehe ought?

She does, indeed.
The old maid mar be happr. than ?
Unite so.
But what of the ties of lore and famllr and

all that we hear about among the married?
She doesn't have them.
But ebouldn't ehe?
Not more than hundreds of other things aba

thinks she'd like to have and doesn't, and still
she gets along very comfortably and content-
edly without them.

Doesn't her nature err for it?
Not eo much In practice as In theory.
Do old maids like men ?

The right kind do.
What are the right kind ?

Those who are cheerful and companionable
The sour ones don't, do they ?
No; nor nobody else much.
Why Is this?
They wore born that war.
They wouldn't have been pleasant wives oast

mothers, then. If ther hod married?
All the chances are ther would not
Doesn't disappointment In love sour one t
It does sometimes, but it should not.
How oan ehe prevent it?
If the disappointment is tbe result ot a

man's duplicity, she should be thankful thai
one disappointment has freed her from a whole
life of it; and if It Is the result of a vlsltatlou
of Providence, sho should accept her sorrow
resignedly and let time do the rest.

(an a woman do thin?
Millions have dona U
And been happr ?

Ther have lived manr years, and have boo
a joy and comfort to all who hare knowa them.

Disappointment in love la not. than, tha
worst thing that can happen to a woman?

Not by a great deal, if aha knowa how to
handle It properly.

Do mon like nice old molds?
Silly young men don't.
What men do 1

Sensible men.
Why don't ther marrr them then t
Some do, and some would be glad to, but tow

old maids are content to let well enough alone.
Does an old maid run more risk In marrying

than a young one does ?

She Is more likely to get a better man than 1
tho young one le. but sbe Is lessadaptablsi I
and even the best man may prove Irksome to
her. except under favorable clroumstancss. 1

Why? I
Sho has been free too long. a
How do you moan? i
Sho has had only one person's wishes to cos I

suit. When a woman marrlos and tries to
conduct her married life simply by eonsu'tlng i

her own wishes, she stands a chance of t.uteting her bond up against several stone wallaIsn t the life of an old maid very lonely
Not if she tiles to make it otherwise.How can she?
By keeping on the sunny sldo and letting therpnes bloom in her hoart nnd the blue sky

show In her face.
Won't wrinklos oast shadows after a while?
.Never.
Why not?
Because the wrinkles are human and tha

sunshine is divine.
.u wo ill make her the subjsct of a poem,

would you ?
She Is a em.
Sentimental or otherwise?
Mostly otherwise: one of those poems yon

happen on in iiuwspnpc n unexpectedly, undcut out for futuie reference.
Hut If every man thought thus, would there

be any old molds?
It takes two to make a bargain.
i on think then most old maids do not really

care to mnrry ?

That's about the f It.
Ihey ir ,, not so nice when they want tomarry, are they?
A inun needs an accident policy when that

kind c une. around
Jhy does iluit make such a difference ?

it s ... .ii Buiiuiuro,
How '
Tho Scripture savs. "Thou shalt not covet."or words to that effe t.
The nice old maid is tho flower oi tbe Hook ?
Baa's a dalur.

I


